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DB2’s GOT TALENT – A fun way to learn about DB2 LUW and z/OS
Contest Participant Rules and Application

The DB2Night Show™ has the simple mission of providing free DB2 Education, Information, and Entertainment to the IBM DB2 user community via an ongoing series of free webinars.  Recorded replays of the shows are also made available free of charge.  The DB2Night Show is primarily sponsored by Database-Brothers, Inc. (DBI) with additional sponsorship support from the International DB2 Users Group (IDUG), FreeDB2.com, and other paid sponsors.  By participating in live webinar events (“Shows” or “Episodes”), or by watching recorded replays, participants agree to the following disclaimers and releases of liability:

The DB2Night Show sponsors, advertisers, hosts, and guests, and their respective organizations, if any, are not responsible for any liability for any content provided herein.  Opinions and DB2 Views are materialized in the viewer’s mind only.  Use information and ideas at your own risk.  Use respect and courtesy when contributing to The DB2Night Show via Tweets, Email, or as a guest.  Trademarks and Registered Trademarks belong to their respective organizations.  The DB2Night Show is being recorded.  Your participation will be recorded via your contributions, if any, and you consent to any and all content being recorded via your ongoing participation.  Mind your manners.  Recordings, or derivative works thereof, will be made available as replays, and participants release any claims to copyrights.  Depending on the terms of sponsorship, some sponsors of The DB2Night Show may receive contact information for registered participants.
The DB2’s GOT TALENT Contest
We, the sponsors of the show, know there is a great deal of talent in our DB2 user communities.  If you have interacted with DB2 in any way, you have likely enjoyed some form of success; you have probably also solved some challenges.  Through this contest, we are looking for members of the DB2 LUW and z/OS user communities to share their experiences with others – which is exactly the spirit of IDUG.  
PRIZES:

1st Prize: One FREE IDUG Conference Registration to any IDUG Conference in 2012 (North America, Europe, or Australia) provided by IDUG, plus up to $1,500 USD travel expense allowance provided by DBI.  Approximate value of prize package: $3,500

2nd Prize: One FREE Registration to a DB2 Symposium Event in 2012 provided by KBCE, plus up to $1,000 USD travel expense allowance.  Approximate value of prize package: $3,000. 

3rd Prize: Apple iPad 2 (approximate value $500)

Finalist Prizes: Each of the top 10 Contestants that are invited by the judges to participate in Finals Shows will win $50 Amazon.com Gift Certificates.

ELIGIBILITY TO PARTICIPATE:
Generally, if you can spell “DB2” and have hands-on experience using DB2 LUW or z/OS, you are eligible to participate.  The DB2Night Show is provided in English language, so you should have good English skills as well.  You must be at least 21 years old.  You must have a computer that is capable of running software provided by GoToWebinar® and an internet connection that allows connections to www.gotomeeting.com and www.gotowebinar.com services (A small minority of corporations block these websites – we suggest you test your ability to participate by joining our studio audience during a January 2011 show).  You must have a working microphone and headset for your computer.

As an exception to the general eligibility rule, certain persons are not eligible to participate:

· Employees of Database-Brothers, Inc. (DBI) are ineligible.

· IBM Employees that have previously presented at any IBM IOD or IDUG Conference during the past two years are ineligible.

· If you have given a presentation at three or more IBM or IDUG conferences during the past four years, you are ineligible.  This is a search for “new talent”.  It is okay if you’ve presented once or twice.
HOW THE CONTEST WILL WORK:

Prospective Contestants should complete the DB2’s GOT TALENT Application (below) electronically and deliver it to db2sgottalent@dbisoftware.com.  The earlier you submit your application, the greater your chances for being selected to participate during the Contestant Search Shows.  If your application is accepted, you will be notified of show date and assigned a contestant number.

Contestant Search Shows will be scheduled on February 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 24th.  DB2 LUW topics will be centered towards February 3rd and 10th, and DB2 z/OS topics will be centered towards February 17th and 24th (exceptions may occur depending on Contestant applications).  Contestants will be given approximately 4-5 minutes to offer a “DB2 Tip” or “DB2 Lesson Learned”.  A panel of judges will critique each short Contestant presentation and select approximately 2-3 Contestants to advance to the Finals.  The decisions of the judges are final.
The contest Finals Shows will be scheduled on March 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th.  Contestants should be willing, ready, and able to participate in all Finals Shows, until or unless they are dismissed.

On March 2nd, ten finalist Contestants will each be given a fixed number of minutes to present a DB2  “Tip” or “Lesson Learned”.  Judges will offer critiques and opinions, but advancement to the March 9th Finals show will be determined by popular votes from the DB2 community – anyone who participates in the show Studio Audience (webinar attendees) or who watches the recorded replay may vote.
On the March 9th Finals show, two Contestants will be eliminated and the eight remaining Contestants will be given another opportunity to present another DB2 “Tip” or “Lesson Learned”.  Popular votes will again be used to determine which Contestants will advance to the March 16th Finals Show.

On the March 16th Finals show, two Contestants will be eliminated and the six remaining Contestants will be given another opportunity to present another DB2 “Tip” or “Lesson Learned”.  Popular votes will again be used to determine which Contestants will advance to the March 23rd Finals Show.

On the March 23rd Finals show, one Contestant will be eliminated and the five remaining Contestants will be given another opportunity to present another DB2 “Tip” or “Lesson Learned”.  Popular votes will be used to determine which contestants will advance to the March 30th Final Finals Show.  
On the March 30th Finals show, one Contestant will be eliminated and the four remaining Contestants will be given a final opportunity to impress the DB2 community and earn votes.  Popular votes will be used to determine 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place prize winners.
The DB2’s GOT TALENT contest winners will be announced on April 13th, 2011, during a special episode of The DB2Night Show themed “All About IDUG”.  The March 30th four finalist Contestants must be present to win and accept their prizes or the judges may select alternates.  The DB2Night Show, its hosts, sponsors, and its judges reserve the right to make adjustments to the contest format and its rules at their discretion.

CONTESTANT PRESENTATIONS:

Generally, Contestant presentations must conform to IDUG technical session presentation rules.  Topics presented must be relevant to core DB2 family, LUW, or z/OS functionality, DB2 LUW Compression, Oracle Enablement, or Sybase Skins – which specifically excludes any other extra cost functionality, features, or extra cost tooling.  Selling or marketing of products is prohibited.  Contestants are encouraged to use LARGE font sizes in presentations as font sizes smaller than 18pt are difficult to read in the live Webinar or recorded replay formats.
DB2’s GOT TALENT - CONTESTANT APPLICATION
Send your completed application to db2sgottalent@dbisoftware.com. 
Your Name: ____________________

Your Email Address: __________________________

Your Phone Number: ___________________________

Your Company: ________________________________

Your Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________
I am age 21 or older (Yes or No): __________
I have the required computer, microphone, headset, high speed internet connection, and am able to access www.gotomeeting.com and www.gotowebinar.com websites (Yes or No):  ______
I meet the Eligibility requirements to participate as a contestant and agree to abide by established rules as well as provide copyright releases for the contest events (Yes or No): _______
Versions of DB2 LUW I am currently working with: ____________________
Versions of DB2 z/OS I am currently working with: ____________________
If selected as a Contestant for the Contestant Search Shows, I would like to talk about (briefly describe your tip or lesson learned in 200 words or less, and specify LUW or z/OS): 
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